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dren, and querulousness. Inharmonious or immature
growth may result in nervous strain, restlessness, and'in
awkwardness which in turn may create social problems for
the child.
Certain extreme deviations from normal growth may cause
difficulty in a child's adjustment. The fat boy or the fat
girl, if sensitive to teasing, may develop an antisocial atti-
tude or assume a clowning role that wins the laughter of the
class. The seriously undernourished child may lack energy
to cope with his school tasks and with the even more
fatiguing problems of getting along with other persons and
maintaining satisfying social contacts. This is a still more
difficult task for the neurasthenic, the child suffering from
tired nerves.2
Unsatisfactory Scholastic Performance. — The majority of
cases referred for psychiatric consultation fall in the groups
of morons, borderline deficiency, dull, average, and slightly
superior intelligence. The causative factor is not the intelli-
gence level per se but rather the relationship between the
individual's intellectual endowment — what he is actually
capable of achieving — and what the school and the home
expects him to understand and accomplish and the prestige
he expects to maintain with his classmates.
The emphasis that has been placed upon acquiring skill
in the tool subjects finds justification in the behavior con-
comitants xesulting from lack of these skills. It is not the
teacher's attention to helping the child to acquire skill but
his attitude toward the unsuccessful pupil that is subject to
criticism. A pupil's failure should arouse the teacher's curi-
osity, not his disapproval. The "problem pupil" should be
viewed as an opportunity for guidance, not as a nuisance or
a necessary evil.
In one school system it was found that changes in grade
placement helped thirty-two out of one hundred problem
cases. Other school conditions that may precipitate socially
unacceptable behavior are pernicious speed drills, faulty
2 Annie Dolman Inskeep, Child Adjustment in Relation to Growth and
Development, p. 98. New York: D. Appieion Company, 1930.

